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of the world ; that the holding of any of this wealth
by any other class whatever stands for nothing
but a system of legalised plunder; and that the
labourers need only inaugurate a legislation of a
new kind in order to secure and enjoy what always
was by rights their own. Let me illustrate this
assertion by two examples, one supplied to us by
England, the other by America.

In England the body which calls itself the Social
Democratic Federation, and represents at this
moment socialism of the more popular kind, began
its campaign with a manifesto which was headed
with the familiar words, "All wealth is due to
labour; therefore to the labourer all wealth is due."
This text or motto was followed by certain figures,
with regard to the total income of Great Britain,
and the manner in which it is at present distributed.
Labour was represented as getting less than one-
fourth of the whole, and the labourers were in-
formed that if they would but " educate themselves,
agitate, and organise," the remaining three-fourths
would automatically pass into their possession.
This document, it is true, was issued some twenty
years ago;l but that the form which socialism

1 Whilst this work was in the press a " Catechism," lately
published in England, for use of children, was sent me. It
was proposed to use this Catechism on Sundays in the
London County Council Schools. The first economic " lesson"
in it begins thus : " Who creates all wealth ? The working-
class. Who are the workers ? Men who work for wages.'
All who are not wage-workers are declared in this catechism
to be absolutely idle and not productive.